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George had an incredible love for the com-
munity and worked on many projects to en-
hance the quality of life for all who called An-
chorage home. He was a true public servant
and visionary who strived to make Anchorage
a better community for future generations
while he was mayor and during his retirement.

George was a great Alaskan. George was
my friend.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PAUL W. HODES

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 6, 2009

Mr. HODES. Madam Speaker, due to un-
foreseen circumstances, | missed one vote in
a series of votes on Thursday, November 5,
2009. | would have voted “yea” on the fol-
lowing vote: H.R. 878, a resolution expressing
support for the goals and ideals of National
Family Literacy Day.

——————

HONORING JOE LARSON FOR 30
YEARS OF SERVING WASH-
INGTON COUNTY VETERANS

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 6, 2009

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Joe Larson of Washington
County, for the more than 30 years he has
served in the Washington County Veterans
Service Office. As a veterans service officer
over 3 decades, Joe has surely touched the
lives of thousands of returning service men
and women. It's a calling that requires perse-
verance, diligence and passion.

As a veteran and Purple Heart recipient
himself, Joe was uniquely qualified for this po-
sition. The instant bond among veterans was
nurtured by Joe’s experience and dedication
to both his job and his fellow vets. For over 30
years, it has been his duty to file paperwork,
make follow up calls and contact agencies on
behalf of Minnesota’s veterans. But for 30
years, Joe’s calling was much higher. He was
an advocate, a listener and a friend to so
many veterans readjusting to life at home. His
concern was genuine and his passion was un-
paralleled.

And so | rise today, Madam Speaker, to
give thanks to and honor Joe for the dif-
ference he has made to veterans scattered
throughout Minnesota. And as he looks for-
ward to his retirement, he can move forward
knowing his was a job well done. He will be
very truly missed by coworkers and veterans
alike.

———

NANCY PILVER BREAST CANCER
HEROINE AWARD

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, November 6, 2009

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor Margarita

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

“Maggie” Gardner of Hartford, Connecticut, to
whom | was honored to present the Nancy
Pilver Breast Cancer Heroine Award.

Each vyear, | present the Nancy Pilver
Breast Cancer Heroine Award to a resident of
Connecticut’s First Congressional District who
has displayed extraordinary dedication to the
issue of breast cancer through education, pre-
vention, treatment, and awareness. The award
is named in honor of Nancy Pilver, formerly of
Manchester, Connecticut, and the first recipi-
ent of the award.

In 2006, Maggie contacted my office to re-
quest assistance with her Social Security Dis-
ability Claim. Her dire needs required that her
claim be expedited. Thankfully, Social Security
was receptive to our request and as a result,
Maggie was able to win her fight against
breast cancer and carry on her life without dif-
ficult financial ramifications.

Maggie’s successful fight against breast
cancer has inspired her to help others battling
various types of cancer. Maggie started the
Gardner House, a non-profit organization with
the goal of providing a one-stop center for
cancer patients to receive guidance and as-
sistance in their fight against the disease. Its
mission statement is “to assist the cancer pa-
tient and their family to return to a normal,
healthy and productive life in their commu-
nity.” Included among the Gardner House’s
many objectives are referrals to state and
local agencies, medication expenses and gen-
eral financial assistance, housing assistance,
transportation to medical appointments, and
counseling and emotional support groups.

Perhaps one of the Gardner House’s most
successful stories involved Elizabeth Hurd,
Maggie’s first referral. Elizabeth underwent a
severe struggle with uterine cancer, and even-
tually overcame the disease.

During her fight she was unable to schedule
a disability hearing, resulting in the loss of her
apartment and rental assistance, and most of
her belongings. After being placed in contact
with Maggie, and through the assistance of
the Gardner House and my office, she was
able to schedule a disability hearing. Eliza-
beth, grateful for the help she received, aptly
calls Maggie “her angel.”

We in Connecticut’s First Congressional
District are extremely grateful for Maggie’s ex-
tensive efforts, and she is very deserving of
this year's Nancy Pilver Breast Cancer Her-
oine Award.

———

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER LYONS
REMEMBERED FOR SERVICE TO
COUNTRY

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 6, 2009

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize U.S. Army
CWO Niall D. Lyons for his bravery and her-
oism while serving to protect our country’s
freedoms.

Chief Warrant Officer Lyons deployed from
the B Company, 3rd Battalion, 160th Special
Operations Aviation Regiment at Hunter Army
Airfield, Georgia to Afghanistan. On October
26th, 2009, Chief Warrant Officer Lyons gave
the ultimate sacrifice for his country along with
six special operations soldiers and three
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agents from the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion when their MH—47 helicopter crashed in
Badghis province in western Afghanistan. The
crash happened when the soldiers and federal
agents lifted off in the helicopter after an oper-
ation to disrupt arms smuggling and drug traf-
ficking in the Darreh-ye Bum Village in Qadis
District.

Being a native of Spokane, Washington,
Chief Warrant Officer Lyons was an avid Se-
attle Seahawks football fan. He also loved the
great outdoors. He enjoyed water skiing and
fishing. But most of all, he loved spending
time with his son, John.

Today, his family, friends, and country must
say their final goodbye to Chief Warrant Offi-
cer Lyons. Although the journey will be tough
for his family and friends, we know that Chief
Warrant Officer Lyons will always be looking
from above watching over those he loved
most.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to acknowl-
edge Chief Warrant Officer Lyons for fear-
lessly sacrificing his own life in order to protect
our freedoms from the evils of terrorism. | in-
vite my colleagues to join me in a moment of
silence for Chief Warrant Officer Lyons as well
as all of the men and women who lost their
lives in the recent helicopter crash while serv-
ing in Afghanistan.

——

TRIBUTE TO FORT MYERS MAYOR
JIM HUMPHREY

HON. CONNIE MACK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 6, 2009

Mr. MACK. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor one of southwest Florida’s hardest-
working public servants, Fort Myers Mayor Jim
Humphrey, who is retiring after an exceptional
career.

I've known Jim for a number of years now.
He’s been a great friend of the Mack Family,
and he was one of my earliest supporters
when | first decided to run for Congress. Jim’s
civility and demeanor have earned him the
nickname “Gentleman Jim,” and | can’t think
of a more fitting description for a great public
servant, family man, and friend.

Jim has been a strong force for the people
of southwest Florida. His enthusiasm and pas-
sion for serving the community is inspiring.
Jim’s the type of elected official that all of us
strive to be: accessible, dedicated and effec-
tive.

But perhaps the most important job Jim has
ever held is that of a father and grandfather.
He is so proud of his daughters and beams
when he speaks about his grandchildren.
Jim’s family bring him his greatest joy, and
this joy shines through in everything he does.

Jim has worked tirelessly to make south-
west Florida a great place to live, work and
visit. Under his leadership, the city of Fort
Myers was designated as the Healthiest City
in the Southeast in 2003 and a Preserve
America Community in 2004, among other ac-
colades. In addition, Jim has worked to obtain
vital funding to preserve our community’s
unique treasures, such as the Edison & Ford
Winter Estates and the Langford-Kingston
Home.

Of course, Jim’s public service does not end
with his stint in the Mayor’s Office. Jim has
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